Summary. Litter size increased (P < 0\m=.\01) as the age of the dam at farrowing increased. However, previous reproductive experience (parity) had no direct effect on litter size of dams of the same age.
Introduction
A number of studies have documented that litter size (number born) in primiparous sows is larger than that in gilts and that litter size increases through the fourth or fifth pregnancy (Carmichael & Rice, 1920; Lush & Mollin, 1942; Olbrycht, 1943; Perry, 1956; Lynch, 1965 (Steel & Torrie, 1960) .
Results
Mean litter size was not affected by parity in sows aged 1-5 or 2 years (Table 1) . Pre-farrowing body weights at 2 years of age were similar for all the sows, being 255 ± 7 (s.e.m.), 245 ± 6 and 247 ± 6 kg for those in Groups 1, 2 and 3, respectively. The correlation (r = 0-26) between litter size and pre-farrow body weight at 2 years of age was not significant, and analysis of covariance using body weight as a covariate failed to detect differences among treatment groups (P = 0-28). Age was an important source of variance in litter size with the linear effect (P < 0-01) amounting to 3 pigs per year over the interval studied. (Johansson, 1929; Stewart, 1945; Korkman, 1947) , and (2) a relationship between litter size and parity in which litter size continued to increase through the fifth parity or approximately 3 years of age (Carmichael & Rice, 1920; Lush & Mollin, 1942; Olbrycht, 1943; Perry, 1956; Lynch, 1965) . The difference between these two findings could be construed as evidence for a beneficial effect of parity or previous reproductive experience. An alternative explanation is that the data on the relationship between litter size and age of the dam at first farrowing (Johansson, 1929; Stewart, 1945; Korkman, 1947) 
